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El Salvador: Pieces Of Evidence Missing In Investigation Of
Nov. 16 Jesuit Murders; Washington Calls For Action
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department: General
Published: Wednesday, May 9, 1990
May 6: A spokesperson for the 4th Criminal Court told reporters in San Salvador that the entry log at
the military academy where the killings of the priests were allegedly planned has disappeared. Col.
Guillermo Alfredo Benavides, head of the academy, is one of the eight charged with the murders.
Investigators were seeking the log to determine who entered and left the school the night before
the killings which occurred at dawn Nov. 16. The court spokesperson said the soldiers who were
on guard duty at the military academy the night of Nov. 15 are currently studying abroad, either in
Panama or the US. Last week, retired colonel and leader of rightist Nationalist Republican Alliance
(ARENA), Sigifredo Ochoa, called for a purge of the armed forces, saying that those charged with
the Jesuits' murder were scapegoats and that the real masterminds were senior military officials. On
May 3, junior military officers issued an open letter accusing the high command of Jesuit murders.
They complained that only junior officers were being implicated. During a speech at an event
celebrating "Soldier's Day" (Dia del Soldado), President Alfredo Cristiani expressed his satisfaction
with the military's "professionalism and progress...in the area of respect for human rights." Cristiani
said respect for human rights "is one of the most critical and sensitive points of the conflict." He
added, "We understand that much remains to be done," and asserted that the high command will
continue working to eradicate "arrogant, arbitrary and immoral" attitudes among the ranks. The
president reiterated his commitment to peace via dialogue, but asserted that if the rebels "insist on
their irrational violence," they will run up against the armed forces' unwavering "determination"
to defend the country. May 8: White House spokesperson Marlin Fitzwater said White House
chief of staff John Sununu spoke with President Cristiani Monday in San Jose at President Rafael
Calderon's inauguration. Sununu told Cristiani that US aid to El Salvador was contingent on how
the investigation into the Nov. 16 murders was carried out, Fitzwater said. The State Department
had instructed the US Embassy in San Salvador to inquire about the disappearance of two key
pieces of evidence in the investigation: the diary of Colonel Guillermo Alfredo Benavides, and
the abovementioned logbook. Fitzwater said there was no "direct linkage" between US aid and
the murder investigation, but he emphasized that Sununu had clearly expressed the concerns of
"everyone in America" and of Congress in particular. (Basic data from Notimex, 05/06/90; AFP,
05/06/90, 05/08/90; El Diario, 05/04/90)
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